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Dear Interested Party:

This letter is to noti$ you of my decision to implement the Proposed Action forthe Elk Ridge Ski
Area Permit Issuance Project. This decision is based on my review of the analysis and findings
contained in all documents related to this project, including the Final Environmental Assessment
(EA), a Final Finding ofNo Significant Impact (FONSI), and a Final Decision Notice @N) for the
project. No objections forthis project were received during the 45-day objection filing period,
which began on December 3,2019 and concluded on January 17,2020.

The Final Decision Notice @N) for the project authorizes iszuance of a Winter Resort Term
Permit to reflect a change in ownership of the Elk Ridge Ski Area. The permit will be issued to the
new owner, Elk Ridge Recreation I, LLC @RRI), with a term of 20-years forthe Elk Ridge Ski
Area. ERRI will be issued a permit underthe existing Master Development Plan. All activities will
be within the constraints of the original permit, and no new or additional activities will take place.
Many of the ski area actions being authorized are deemed necessary forthe cleanup and
maintenance of the site, and for public safety. The Final DN includes mitigation and conservation
measures relating to wildlife, cultural and heritage resources, botanical and invasive qpecies, and
soils and watershed resources. These measures are intended to avoid or lessen thepotential effects
associated withthe ski area operations and activities.

The purpose of and need for this project is to provide recreational opportunities to the public,
which will complanent and zupport local economies and tourisnU while providing for a
sustainable recreation opportunity on the Williams Ranger Distict. This is consisteirt with the
Kaibab National Forest Land and Resource Manageme,nt Plan, which states, "Existing recreation
term permits such as golf courses, ski lodges, and resorb adequately serve forest visitors so that
new ones are not needed". This decision also conrplies withthe Kaibab National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan, because snow making activities, development ofnew facilities and
ski area expansion will not be authorized under this Winter Resort Term Permit.

To review the EA and Final DN/FONSI, please visit the Forest website project page at

https://www.fs.usda.eov/proiectPproiect:56909. For any questions or further information, you
may also contact Sue Farley, Environmental Coordinatorat susan.farley@usda.eov or928-635-
833r.

I appreciate your interest and involvement in planning this and otherprojects on the Kaibab
National Forest.

Sincerely,

HEATIIER PROVENCIO
Forest Supervisor

cc: Susan Farley, Jacqueline Banks, Debra Mollet, AndyKelher, Chelsea Muise, Jeremy Haines

Caring for the Land and Serving People Print€d on Rccycled Paper
{i

USD United States Forest Kaibab National Forest 800 South 6th Street

. Department of Service Williams, AZ 86046’

O‘: Agriculture 928-635-8200
Fax:928-635-8208

File Code: 1950
Date: June 3,2020

Dear Interested Party:

This letter is to notify you of my decision to implement the ProposedAction for the Elk Ridge Ski
Area Permit IssuanceProject. This decision is basedon my review of the analysis and findings
contained in all documentsrelated to this project, including the Final Environmental Assessment
(EA), a Final Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), and a Final Decision Notice (DN) for the
project. No objections for this project were received during the 45-day objection filing period,
which beganon December 3, 2019 and concluded on January 17, 2020.

The Final Decision Notice (DN) for the project authorizes issuanceof a Winter Resort Term
Permit to renect a changein ownership of the Elk Ridge Ski Area. The permit will be issuedto the

new owner, Elk Ridge Recreation 1,LLC (ERRI), with a term of 20-years for the Elk Ridge Ski
Area. ERRI will be issueda permit under the existing Master Development Plan. All activities will
be within the constraintsof the original permit, and no new or additional activities will take place.
Many of the ski areaactionsbeing authorized are deemednecessaryfor the cleanup and
maintenanceof the site, and for public safety. The Final DN includes mitigation and conservation

measuresrelating to wildlife, cultural andheritage resources,botanical and invasive species,and
soils andwatershedresources.Thesemeasuresare intended to avoid or lessenthe potential effects
associatedwith the ski areaoperations and activities.

The purpose of andneed for this project is to provide recreational opportunities to the public,
which will complement and support local economiesand tourism, while providing for a
sustainablerecreation opportunity on the Williams RangerDistrict. This is consistentwith the
Kaibab National Forest Land and ResourceManagement Plan, which states,“Existing recreation
term permits such asgolf courses,ski lodges,and resorts adequatelyserve forest visitors so that

new onesare not needed”. This decision also complies with the Kaibab National Forest Land and
ResourceManagementPlan, becausesnow making activities, development of new facilities and
ski areaexpansionwill not be authorized under this Winter Resort Term Permit.

To review the EA and Final DN/FONSI, pleasevisit the Forestwebsite project pageat
https://www.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?proiect=56909. For any questionsor further information, you
may alsocontact SueFarley, Environmental Coordinator at susan.farley@usda.g91or 928-635-
8331.

I appreciateyour interest and involvement in planning this and other projects on the Kaibab
National Forest.
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HEATHER PROVENCIO
Forest Supervisor

Sincerely,

cc: Susan Farley, Jacqueline Banks, Debra Mollet, Andy Kelher, Chelsea Muise, Jeremy Haines
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